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FALL HOURS:  
Sunday, September 7th  

Sunday School   9:15 am 

Worship    10:30 am 

Monday, July 28th at 6:30 p.m.,  Bill’s menu was BBQ chicken over roasted 

potatoes.  Very good.  Our speaker, Greg Pero, from St. Vincent DePaul spoke about 

the services they provided. They offer emergency assistance to those in need from 

the Wadsworth, Rittman, Doylestown, and Seville Communities.   

August 25th will be the next meal—this time featuring a delicious stir fry.  Phil 

Klinefelter from Wayne County Chaplain Ministries will be here to share about 

their ministry to inmates in the Wayne County Jail  Always great!  Always free ! 

Prayer Lab 

On Saturday, September 27th, Milton 

Presbyterian Church will host a Prayer Lab II 

from 9 a.m. until noon.  Matt Skolnik ran a 

prayer lab several years ago and it was well 

received.  If you would care to attend this or 

come a second time to enjoy fellowship with 

other Christians seeking to advance their 

faith, contact Donna Robertson.  Our church 

will be providing some refreshments before 

the lab at 8:30 a.m. 

October 5th            

World Communion and 

Church Picnic 

Sunday, October 5th, at 

10:30 a.m. Milton Presbyterian Church will 

be joining Seville Presbyterian Church, 

Orrville First Presbyterian Church, and 

Creston Presbyterian Church at Hubbard 

Valley Park to celebrate World Communion.   

Everyone is invited to 

come to a carry-in 

meal after the service.  

Please invite your 

friends and family to 

join in this celebration. 

NOTE 
NEW 

TIME! 
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Pastor’s Note for September 2025 
 

Therefore everyone who hears these words of mine and puts them into practice is like a wise man who built his 
house on the rock. The rain came down, the streams rose, and the winds blew and beat against that house; yet 

it did not fall, because it had its foundation on the rock.- Mt 7:24-25 
 
As I write this, in just a few weeks Andrea and I will be celebrating our 9th wedding anniversary on September 
2nd. We have such fond memories from seeing so many family and friends celebrate the occasion at the 
Church building that evening, and like a great many things, it is hard to believe that it has been that long! As we 
celebrate once again this year, I know that the main reason our relationship is getting stronger is because it is 
built upon a shared foundation of faith that is solidified by putting the teachings of Jesus into practice. It may 
also be because when I hear Andrea’s own words of wise instruction, I try to put them into practice too! It is not 
often hard to do, as there is often a great deal of practicality in her words. This is especially true when it comes 
to taking care of our kids, our weekly rhythms, the importance of good food and good sleep, and preparing our 
kids to learn at school. She and I both know that bringing them up in that same foundation of faith in Jesus is 
also vitally important. When Jesus reveals to the apostle Peter that he would be the rock upon whom he will 
build the Church, we are reminded that we build upon this same foundation by gathering together as part of a 
larger family every Sunday right across the street. Here, Ginny and Gus—along with all of our kids who are a 
part of the church—are raised in this faith by you as well! 
 
When Jesus gives his disciples this image of those who put his teachings into practice as a wise man building 
his house upon the rock, he juxtaposes it with the image of the foolish man who built his house upon the sand 
for those who fail to put his teachings into practice. This visual is fresh in my mind as Hurricane Erin stirs up the 
surf on North Carolina’s outer banks. Looking for news on the hurricane’s impact, my phone pulled up older 
videos of stilted beach houses collapsing into flotsam after being battered by the surf. It all serves us with an 
important reminder of the importance of having a sure foundation to withstand the storms that come upon our 
own lives. 
 
Jesus uses these images of building with strength to buttress his own teachings because they are practical and 
real. They are applicable to our physical lives and experience because he wants us to put his teachings into 
practice, not simply hear them as nice platitudes that are presented to us on Sundays while we say to ourselves 
‘I don’t know how anyone could actually live this out!’. Teachings like loving your enemies, turning the other 
cheek, being born again of the Spirit, inviting those who are destitute or struggling over to your home for dinner, 
taking the least honorable seat at the table, refraining from judgment, and forgiving our brother or sister who 
sins against us repeatedly do not often seem like practical teachings. This is doubly true when he takes this 
even further by teaching us to really believe that God has the power to do what we ‘know’ to be impossible 
when he instructs us to pray with absurd expectations. 
 
There are many more examples of his teaching throughout the gospels, and they all show us how to follow the 
greatest commandment: to love the Lord with all of our heart, strength, soul and mind, and the second like it—to 
love our neighbor as ourselves. As we read through the gospels, when we come across his teaching, we should 
always be looking for how we can actually put this teaching into practice. Over the months of September and 
October, we will pause the story of the early church in the book of Acts to see the ways that the believers 
practiced this teaching of Jesus by looking at how we can do the same. Just as the people of the early Church 
were drawn to the power of faith made reality in their lives, as we begin this series on September 7th, we have 
an opportunity to invite others to join us in worship (starting at 10:30 beginning that Sunday). If they cannot or 
are not ready to come in person, we can share the link to our service online. In this way, they too can be open 
to the power of God’s Word in their life—the power of that Word made flesh, and the one who gives us hope 
and faith for death to be overwhelmed by the power of life eternal. Amen. 
 
          -Alex 

If you wish to contact Pastor Alex please give him a call, email or text.  If unable to reach him at the office, 

 please call him at cell phone number 404-447-0273. 
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FOOD PANTRY UPDATE  

With various cuts in the federal budget, there has been a trickle down effect with 

support to the less fortunate.  Please see if you can help donate a few items. 

ITEMS are always  needed for the pantry.  Staples are needed.  Currently 

personal items are needed as are pasta or noodles, instant potatoes, cereal, pasta 

sauce, canned fruit, peanut butter, canned meat, quick foods like canned stew, 

and personal hygiene items (especially shampoo, toothpaste, bar soap, and 

feminine hygiene products.)   Dish soap and laundry detergent are also hot 

items! 

Parking Lot Funds: 

Hard to believe it was 2019 when the parking lot was repaved.  This was done 

with a generous memorial contribution from a former member.  Unfortunately, that 

does not last forever.  We are faced now with spending $9,000.  We ’ re looking 

for donations to pay for the work.  Donations still come in for the boiler and roof so 

I know this is a lot to ask for but we have received $2,000 already for this project.  

Thank you! 

School Supplies 

Thank you for all your donations of school supplies for 

the Rittman Schools.  They are greatly appreciated by 

the staff and students at the school.  Bill and Linda 

Crawford dropped them off.  Pictured with them is new 

Assistant Principal Alyssa Rahe. 

SUMMER KICKOFF! 

Thanks for all the help to celebrate the 
return to school.  It was a great, fun time. 
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Adult Sunday 

School  is starting 

back on Sunday, 

September 7 at 

9:15 a.m. 

 
 

Tuesday Bible Study will continue to meet at 

12:30 p.m. in the library, they will be moving onto 

a new book of the Bible!  Isaiah has been 

completed. 

 

During Junior Church, the 

children will be learning 

how to put Jesus’ teachings 

into practice! 

MILTON PRESBYTERIAN 
WOMEN 

MPW will be kicking off the fall 

Circle meeting with a new study.  

The group has decided to try a new study using 

a devotional called “Called to Inspire” by 

Marsha DuCille.  The first meeting this fall will 

be Thursday, September 11th at 7:00 p.m.   If 

you are interested in coming 

to meetings in the fall,  

please let Kim Hart know.  

Her telephone number is 

330-612-3302.  Books are 

available in the church office.  

Please see Cindy, Donna or 

Nancy. 

FINANCIAL UPDATE 

Summary of July Revenue & Expenses 

Income from month of July    $     6,765 

HeadStart Fees        +2,400 

               $     9,165 

Expenses from July      $    8,976 

July Net Income/Expense      $       189            

2025 Net Income/Expense   $   -1,597 
 

July 2025  Boiler Donations:   $220 

Total donations to date:  $ 53,790 

  Balance of Lance Fund Boiler loan:  $ 9,886 

July 2025 Roof Donations:  $150 

Total donations to date:  $ 4,400 

  Balance of Lance Fund Roof loan:  $ 30,603 

 

July 2025 Parking Lot Need!   $9,000 

Donations so far: $2,000 

 

Thank you for all your 
donations! 

Electronic giving services powered by 

Presbyterian Foundation. 

 

Seville Presbyterian Women are selling 

Lasagna-To-Go meals to be picked up on 

Sunday, September 27th.   Please see or 

call Donna Robertson if you 

are interested in buying 

some. 

Keep in mind when you 
go shopping that the 
Samaritan’s Purse’s 
Operation Christmas Child 
drive will be starting soon!  
Dare I say?  Christmas will 
be here before we know 
it!  Please help those 

children that are less fortunate if you are able.  
Collections are November 17 to 24th. 
For more information, contact Cindy or go to: 
https://www.samaritanspurse.org/what-we-do/
operation-christmas-child/ 
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Dawn Bauman, Bob Baus, Leigh Ann Berkley, Jonathan Bonilla, Josue Bonilla, 

Charlie Brandes, Boyd Breece, Courtney Breece, Levi Buxman, Jan Champa, 

Thelma Chapman, Marie Cole, Tanya Coleman, Mike & Mandii Cramer, Lesa 

Crawford, Brian Davis, Jim Davis, Nicholas Dras, Deb Easterday, Jordan Edgar, 

Scott Erwin, Darla Fletcher, Donnie Foutty, Patrick Gable, Robert Gardner, Marcia Geyer, Dwayne 

Hopton, Veronica Hughes, Cathy Imhoff, Madi Jackson, Debbie Keel,  Alexis Labo, Kevin and Linda 

Lampar, Abbey Lentine, Chad Lightner, Lisa Lipscond, Bill Loebick, Bob Ludolph, Lauren Mackie, Keith 

Marsden, Gemma Matthews, PJ Miller, Kristen Morris, Corey Mullinax, Denise Neeley, Charlie Owen, 

Dale Owen, Bob and Sue Plank, Ethan Porter, Sally Porter, Ron and Sue Price,  Linda and Geoff Pyle, 

John Ramsier, Roger Ramsier, Sue Ramsey, Jim Roberts, Pat Rossmiller, Haylee Rufener, Jay Russell, 

Linda Rutter, Sheryl Saunders, Colleen Sheppard, Betty Shreve, Sarah Shreve, Lavonne Silva, Rick 

Singleton, Paul Sparkman, Verns Steele, Todd Stephan, John Swarztentruber, Ella Thomas, Kelly and 

Holly Thomas, Bill Timmons, Tim Van Arsdale, Alice Widmer       

       *Italicized are recent additions. 

 *Please remember our church family members who are in our local area nursing  

or assisted living homes: 

Dorothy Johnson, Ron Steele - Apostolic Christian Homes, (10680 Steiner Rd., Rittman, OH)   

Sally Barnes - Village of St. Edwards, (880 Main St., Wadsworth, OH 44281)  

Judy Twinem  - Heritage Crossing Assisted Living (251 Cleveland-Massillon Rd., Montrose, OH 44333)   

Jim Davis, Jim Roberts  -  Autumnwood Nursing & Rehab (275 E. Sunset Ave., Rittman, OH  44270) 

Rev. Jim and Joan Watt  -  The Echelon  (629 N. Huntington St., Apt. 2742, Medina, OH  44256) 

September 2025 
Timely Notes 

Our Mission Statement: 

Believing in one Lord, one faith, 

and one baptism, the Milton Presbyterian Church, as 

the Body of Christ, will carry out the ministry of Jesus 

within the congregation, within our community, and to 

the world. 

To accomplish this mission we will: 

*Experience God’s presence through worship, prayer,  

Bible study, the sacraments, fellowship, and service; 

*Demonstrate our Savior’s compassion through our 

daily lives to those in need; 

*Give our time, our talents, and our material 

possessions  to serve and glorify God . 

*Share the Good News of Jesus Christ by word and 

deed to all the world. 

Moved by the Holy Spirit, our mission as a 

congregation of forgiven and loved disciples will be 

carried out in the Name of Christ.   

 

Ding Dong!    If you’re interested 

in being a member of the bell choir, 

there will be practices before 

worship.  The next practice will be 

on Sunday, September 7th. 

Lonnie Fletcher has moved.  

Jim Roberts is still at 

Autumwood but Lonnie has 

been able to move to: 

 Lonnie Fletcher 

 Rittman Acres  Unit 9 

 330 Villa Dr. 

 Rittman, OH  44270 

 Telephone number:  330-485-7017 
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   JR. CHURCH SCHEDULE 
   7 Lindsey Breece, Cindy Mann 

 14 Andrea Barnes, Elena  

       Swartzentruber 

 21 Vickie Schumacher, Renee Busic 

 28 Angel Mackey 

 

FLOWER SCHEDULE 
      7   Justine Brandes 

   14   Nancy & Hal Leach 

   21   Marge & Larry Boggs 

   28   Linda & Geoffrey Pyle 

      

LITURGIST SCHEDULE 
       7    Donna Robertson 

     14    Cindy Mann 

     21  

     28    Lindsey Millan 

 

MEETING DATES 

Building & Grounds  -  Thurs., Sept. 4 at 6:30 p.m. 

Worship & Music  -  Mon., Sept. 8 at 10:00 a.m. 

MPW Circle  -  Thurs., Sept. 11 at 7:00 p.m. 

Session Meeting  -   Tues., Sept. 16 at 6:30 p.m. 

 

ANNIVERSARIES 
2   Rev. Alex & Andrea Barnes  - 9 yrs. 

    7  Doug & Sally Schar  -  29 yrs. 

   11 Tim & Kris Fetter  -  43 yrs. 

21 Gretchen & Charles Dixon  -  6 yrs. 

BIRTHDAYS 
 1 Sheri Wachtel 

 3 Kris Fetter 

 5  Aaron Aberegg 

 5 Lisa Miller 

 6 August (Gus) Barnes 

 6  Christie Yoho 

 7 Amy Fletcher 

15  Michael Williams 

16  Kristen Shreve 

19  Tammy Wilson 

20  Bodie Freeman 

22  Samantha Labo 

24  Cora Wilson 

25  Kelly Thomas 

29  Tracy Wilson 

29   John Hoover 

30   Cassie Shreve 
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Milton Presbyterian Church 

250 North Street, Rittman, OH  44270  

(330)  925-2651 

Visit us at:  www.miltonpreschurch.org 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

            

 
 

 1 2 
No Bible Study 

 3 
 
 

 

 

4 
6:30 pm 
Bldg. & 
Grounds 
(Library) 

5  6 
 

7  
9:15 am  Sunday 
School (Library) 
10:30 am  Worship  

 

8 
7:00 pm Rittman 
Garden Club 
(Library) 

912:30 pm -  
Bible Study 
(Library) 
1:30 pm  -  
Prayer Group 

 

10 
 

 

 

 

11 
7:00 pm 
MPW Circle 
(Parlor) 
 

 

12 
 

13 
 

14   

9:15 am  Sunday 
School (Library) 
10:30 am  Worship  

15 
10:00 am 
Worship & Music 
Comm. (Library) 

16 
12:30 pm -  Bible 
Study (Library) 
1:30 pm  -  
Prayer Group 
6:30 Session 
(Library) 

17 
6:00 to 8:00 

pm Free 

Laundry Day 

at laundromat 

 

18 
 

 

19 
 

 20 

21 
9:15 am  Sunday 
School (Library) 
10:30 am  Worship  

 22 
 
 

23 

12:30 pm -  Bible 
Study (Library) 
1:30 pm  -  
Prayer Group 

24 
 

25   
 

 26 

 

 

 27 
 

28 
9:15 am  Sunday 
School (Library) 
10:30 am  Worship  

29 
6:30 pm 
Community Meal  
7:00 pm Speaker  
 

 

30 
12:30 pm -  Bible 
Study (Library) 
1:30 pm  -  
Prayer Group 

 

 
 

 6:00 pm   

Cub Scout 

Leaders Mtg. 

(Library)  

  

Rev. Barnes out of office from Aug. 31st to Sept.6th. 


