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Sermon for 4/5/2020 

Before reading the lessons from our scripture this morning, please take a moment to clear your 

mind of the guilt, angst, and anxiety that has been brought on by our failings and sin through a 

silent prayer of confession … 

Know that God’s mercy is great. Jesus gave his life so that we may live a new life. Forgive others 

in this same way that God has forgiven us, for this is the heart of the good news. 

As you read the following passages from scripture this morning, think for yourself how these 

words might ring true in your specific existence and experience, in your past that has brought us 

to the present, and guides us into the future: 

 

The LORD is righteous in all his ways and faithful in all he does. 

The LORD is near to all who call on him, to all who call on him in truth. 

He fulfills the desires of those who fear him; he hears their cry and saves them. 

- Psalm 145:17–19    

 

"From the least to the greatest, all are greedy for gain; prophets and priests alike, 

all practice deceit. 

They dress the wound of my people as though it were not serious. 'Peace, peace,' 

they say, when there is no peace. 

Are they ashamed of their detestable conduct? No, they have no shame at all; 

they do not even know how to blush. So they will fall among the fallen; they will 

be brought down when I punish them," says the LORD. 

This is what the LORD says: "Stand at the crossroads and look; ask for the 

ancient paths, ask where the good way is, and walk in it, and you will find rest 

for your souls.” But you said, 'We will not walk in it.' 

- Jeremiah 6:13–16   
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As he went along, people spread their cloaks on the road. 

When he came near the place where the road goes down the Mount of Olives, the 

whole crowd of disciples began joyfully to praise God in loud voices for all the 

miracles they had seen: 

"Blessed is the king who comes in the name of the Lord!" "Peace in heaven and 

glory in the highest!" 

Some of the Pharisees in the crowd said to Jesus, "Teacher, rebuke your 

disciples!" 

"I tell you," he replied, "if they keep quiet, the stones will cry out." 

As he approached Jerusalem and saw the city, he wept over it 

and said, "If you, even you, had only known on this day what would bring you 

peace--but now it is hidden from your eyes. 

The days will come upon you when your enemies will build an embankment 

against you and encircle you and hem you in on every side. 

They will dash you to the ground, you and the children within your walls. They 

will not leave one stone on another, because you did not recognize the time of 

God's coming to you." 

- Luke 19:36–44  

 
If Only We Knew … 

For some reason, I always feel like the sun shines brighter on Palm Sunday. The memories that 

fill my own mind from worship on Palm Sunday are smiles, waves, and music. It gives a 

celebratory atmosphere that lends itself beautifully to a preview of Easter that follows. For 

many, these two Sundays truly reveal a celebration of God’s victory—of the peace, love and 

mercy revealed as Jesus triumphs over death, giving us everlasting hope in everlasting life. Even 

if some Palm Sunday worship isn’t as coordinated as I imagine it would be, especially if I am one 

of those coordinating, the feeling of everyone gathered together to worship and celebrate with 

sincere joy is real. 

As I prepare the message knowing that we will not be gathering together, I know that even 

though I hope the sun shines brightly on Sunday, the feeling will not be the same. After all, the 
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whole point of Palm Sunday is to replicate what it was like for a crowd to celebrate Jesus’ 

arrival—a crowd filled with the enthusiasm of the youngest generation crying out for a new 

hope. While the absence of this celebration weighs heavy on my heart, sometimes our 

celebration can obscure the great shadow that looms over this story—the prophetic 

proclamation that Jesus makes as he looks over the city. 

Now, isolated in our homes, we have an opportunity to focus not on the celebration—at least 

not yet—but on another part of the story that is every bit as important. After all, it has never 

quite been fair for us to jump straight from Palm Sunday directly into Easter, overlooking the 

deeper understanding of what Jesus’ mission really was, and the core of the Gospel—that Jesus 

humbled himself to the cross and gave his life for our sins.  

So this morning, I’d like to draw your attention to the most important lesson of the Palm Sunday 

story—which is also the most unsettling. After Jesus descends the Mount of Olives, after he rides 

through a mixed crowd of admirers and detractors, he looks back at the city calling out to him to 

save, and he weeps. He weeps not with joy, but with sorrow, for he knows now what is to come, 

and he knows that it was now unavoidable. 

He knows that however desperately the people of the city seek peace, they will not have it, 

because they do not know how God’s peace can be gained. 

The people cry out to Jesus, hoping that he will be the one to bring with him the ‘peace of 

heaven’– something that has been all too missing from their lives too filled with poverty and 

illness. As they cry out, the Pharisees also ask Jesus for peace in their own way—a peaceful 

silence from his followers as they call out what they consider blasphemous statements. 

All the while, they are not alone. Jesus too has a desire for peace. In fact, he has such a strong 

desire for peace that he looks back at the city weeping, saying “If you—even you—had only 

known what on this day would bring you peace. But now it is hidden from your eyes.” 

It was almost like this peace really was possible … but Jesus knows that Peace is not 

something to be compelled. Peace is a free choice that comes from following God without 

compromise. It was a painful choice – and it was one that nobody was willing to make at that 

time. 

Perhaps he wept because he knew their ignorance, the frailty of their faith, their natural 

aversion to suffering and sadness. They were the ones looking to him for salvation—a salvation 

that he would achieve, but in a way that laid out more difficult times ahead. For this salvation 

did not entail the everlasting peace of the kingdom in one fell swoop. This salvation gave hope, 

and looked ahead to the kingdom, which had been so near, now lay far ahead. 



4 
 

Sermon for 4/5/2020 

Perhaps he wept because too many of the Pharisees, leaders in righteousness and authorities on 

the interpretation of God’s word, did not recognize Jesus and his humble leadership through 

service as the true messiah to follow. 

He then finds words that were all too familiar to the faith, evoking the sad, stern, enduring truth 

of the prophets from old: 

The days will come upon you when your enemies will build an embankment against you 

and encircle you and hem you in on every side. 

They will dash you to the ground, you and the children within your walls. They will not 

leave one stone on another, because you did not recognize the time of God's coming to 

you." 

One begs to ask the question: who exactly was it that didn’t recognize the time of God’s coming? 

The disciples and the children shouting Hosanna seemed to have recognized it … 

but even the children, in their innocence and joy, are not spared. 

Who missed something? 

And the people were unwilling to follow when challenged to the fullest. 

Sadly, everybody did, in their own way. 

Those who had authority over the people and authority of God’s worship did not recognize 

God’s true nature. They wanted a peace that didn’t change the way things were. They did not 

want a peace that transcended their way of life, that required sacrifice and a new perspective of 

higher righteousness and higher mercy. 

Those who were crying out to Jesus and honoring him in the way they should would be the same 

ones who turned their back on him when he stood accused a short time later, scared to be 

associated with the painful sacrifice that true peace required. 

Last week, during the message, I asked everyone to imagine where their expectations were 

before all of this began—just how distant the threat seemed. How far away, at least to most of 

us. I remember having a conversation with somebody at the Server back in late February, which 

seemed like eons ago, where he heard that March Madness might be played without fans in the 

stands. I scoffed at the idea, because it seemed so surreal and impossible. Now, March Madness 

has taken on a completely different meaning, as there are no sports being played anywhere. 

I want your mind to still have this perspective, because when events seem still so far away, it is 

hard to imagine that they might come upon us quickly—far more quickly than we might imagine. 
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I have heard so often that the ‘media has been spreading panic’ regarding the virus that has 

challenged society. It is a call that usually comes from those who are understandably worried 

about the economy and the stability of society, wanting everything to return back to normal as 

soon as possible. The question is this: where do you draw the line between hysteria and 

honestly warning people of a new danger that looms ahead? Should we not share the truth so 

we can take action before it is too late—before the enemy is upon us and we too are besieged? 

Because there is a time when it will be too late, and when this happens we have no choice in 

how painful it might be. Jesus makes this clear with great empathy and sadness as he looked 

over God’s city, doomed to destruction. 

All too often, in our desire for peace, we don’t realize the hard truth until it has come upon us, 

and by then it is far too late. All too often, we don’t realize the truth until it really hits home, 

until our families are affected and our loved ones are in danger. 

This is what the people in Jerusalem have encountered. 

Sometimes we desire the peace of heaven while not having the courage to take steps to follow. 

Other times, we desire the peace of the world, following familiar patterns of life that we know 

well, that are defined, that are expected of us. 

Yet what Jesus, and God, desire from us is to listen and follow before it is too late. It is to share 

the truth, which comes to us most fully by following Jesus in righteousness found in forgiveness, 

mercy and love. It is only when the truth is revealed and lived into will the peace of Heaven that 

we so hungrily desire come upon us. 

So are we prepared to share the hard truth to others—that they too should prepare by following 

Christ? Have we done enough to share God with those around us before it is too late? If the 

challenge posed by the epidemic can come so quickly, how much more so can God’s presence 

come upon us in just as surprising a fashion. When this happens, we cannot be seen to be 

saying, ‘Peace, peace’ when there is no peace. This is how the false prophets of Israel reassured 

the people that the Lord speaks against through his true prophet Jeremiah. They were some of 

the first to be destroyed. 

At a time like this, we have to acknowledge truth where it lay, and acknowledge the position of 

humility and care that God has put us in at this time. 

Jesus rightly knew that it was important for him to come to the people in the ‘Triumphal Entry.’ 

He knew that many of the other leaders would reject the approval, as he did not fit their own 

vision of sanctity and holiness. He knew that for peace to truly come upon the people, they 

would not only need to recognize, but follow his teachings of extreme righteousness—and the 

infinite mercy and forgiveness that must accompany it for the truth to be revealed. 
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He knew, like those prophets of old, that when he told the opposition that ‘if these people stay 

quiet the stones will cry out’ he was speaking of the sounds of destruction. He was speaking of 

the stones of the temple, so carefully and precisely built to God’s glory so the people can gather 

as one people. He could hear them tumble upon one another at the hands of the enemy that 

would besiege and overwhelm them. 

He wept out of compassion and knowledge of the truth … but he still had faith. He had the faith 

to realize God’s victory lay beyond death itself, and it was up to him to walk the painful, lonely 

path of both defeat and victory which now loomed before him. It is now up to us to join him, 

and tell others the truth about God and faith. 

Sometimes, it takes a challenge to shake us from our everyday lives in order to see God’s truth 

and righteousness—something that has been near to us from the very beginning. As I see so 

many world leaders get into trouble for downplaying what is happening, only to realize the truth  

when it hits home, I see ever more clearly the folly of saying ‘peace, peace’ when what is needed 

is truth. This is not only true with the enemy that looms before all of us now—it is and has been 

true with all manner of sin and division which has plagued humankind, alienating them from 

both God and one another. 

The truth is not meant to inflict panic or accuse. The truth is meant to reform. The truth is meant 

to give proper perspective. The truth is meant to preserve life, and the truth is meant to inspire 

action, prayer, and sacrificial love. 

So pray for our leaders to get us through this. Pray for those who are alone. Pray for the truth to 

be spoken, not obscured by the fog of tribal rivalries. Pray that as we are physically apart, God 

clears your eyes and allows you to reach out to others who need to hear such truth spoken in 

love and compassion. Don’t hesitate to weep over what could have been while at the same time 

weeping with joy at the promise that is still to come. This is the compassion that Jesus shows us, 

revealing his humanity in the midst of suffering—a suffering that he would endure so that ours 

would not have to continue forever, repeating itself in the same painful mosaic of memory 

constructed from the fragments of our broken past. 

Remember God’s word from Old, from the prophet’s mouth: 

"Stand at the crossroads and look; ask for the ancient paths, ask where the 

good way is, and walk in it, and you will find rest for your souls.” 

This is the peace that God desires—the eternal peace that endures, walking in the good way. 

Now go and share God’s truth, before it is too late. Amen. 


