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September 21:  Fall Church Rummage Sale 9:00am—
1:00pm 

 

September 25:   Bell Choir Practice Resumes  6:45pm 

   Choir Practice Resumes—7:30pm 

 

September 30:  Community Meal  - 6:30pm 
Sandy & Judy Singing Group— 7:00pm 

 

World renowned gospel singer Ivan 

Parker will be coming to the Milton 

Presbyterian Church on Friday, Oc-

tober 11, 2019.  Concert begins at 

7:00pm.  Freewill Offering will be 

collected during the concert. 

 www.ivanparker.com   

Please give the Church Office a call if 

you have any questions!   

(330)  925-2651 

The Men of Milton Quartet 

Jim Davis, Rich Schumacher, Mickey Shankland, Rev. Alex Barnes 

―Singing for their Supper‖ during Sunday Worship Service 08/25/19 

Tell Your Friends & Family!!! 

A Big Thank you to Bill Crawford for once again cooking up a 

storm for all of us at the Community Meal on August 26, 2019  

and a thank you to our  informative speaker, David Nardecchia, 

on  the topics of Death & Dying.   Our next  Community Meal is 

Monday, September 30, 2019 @ 6:30pm.  Bill Crawford will be 

making his AWESOME Stir Fry  & Rice (One Chicken & Beef, 

One Veggie) and performing at 7:00pm will be singers Sandy & 

Judy.  Hope to see everyone there! 

 

  

 

Milton Presbyterian Church 

August 24th, 2019 

Chuck Wyatt & The Gospel Boys 

Performing  at our Community Meal 

June 24, 2019—great  sound! 

 

Bill  

Crawford   

tapping  

his  

feet to the  

music!!! 
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Let your conversation be always full of grace, seasoned with salt, so that you may know how to 

answer everyone. 

- Colossians 4:6 
 

Towards the end of August, as the summer was drawing to a close and kids were returning to school – 

as gears shifted and rhythms altered – I was saddened to hear that Tom Ditch passed away. 

It was the first memorial service that I had officiated for a member of this church in over a year – a year 

and a half, to be exact. That in itself is incredible to me, as during the first two years I was pastor here I 

presided over more than a dozen. Over that time, I appreciated God’s protection and blessing as the 

congregation lived into the promise. At the same time, in some ways I had forgotten the beauty of 

putting a life well lived into the perspective of so many others that had been touched by such a life. 

Personally, it has been all the more meaningful knowing that my son Gus has been lovingly raised by 

the congregation during this recent period of time as well, along with many other young lives. It is 

amazing to witness how our lives weave together and play off each other when known through all the 

changes that come through growth, especially by those who have been planted in one place. 

Leading up to the service, I heard from so many who said they themselves knew Tom as a baby, seeing 

as he was such an important part of the Rittman community and our church family—and years later, 

many of those same people were able to celebrate Tom’s 70th birthday at church. Eulogies from Tom’s 

brother Jim, his brother-in-law Chuck were beautifully and authentically presented, and when the 

sanctuary was opened for stories and reflection, many more shared moments when their lives were a 

part of Tom’s. It was a beautiful reflection of Tom’s gift of having conversation full of grace (in its own, 

flavorful way unique to Tom) and how he knew how to answer everyone ... and in turn have everyone 

answer him in the affirmative when he wanted someone to do something for him. It is a gift that as the 

pastor of a church of amazing volunteers I would love to have, and I am sure I am not the only one. 

The service remembering Tom’s life was a beautiful reminder of how much our lives can have an impact 

by being honest, open and willing to talk to each other, unafraid to reach out and grow up with each 

other in Christ. He will be missed greatly, yet the effect of his life in ours will be felt for years, decades, 

and generations to come as he next one grows up together. 

- Rev. Alex Barnes   

 

Thank you so much to our Junior Church Teachers, some who taught in the spring and 

others who are teaching this fall—Laurie Watson, Angel Mackey, Tammy Wilson, 

Andrea Barnes, and Cindy Mann. You are wonderful teachers! Special thanks goes to 

Andy Mackey for helping out with Junior Church as well. 

Also, thank you to Ken Mann and Jay Russell for helping teach the Adult Sunday School 

class that meets at 9:15 every Sunday before worship! 
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Remember, starting September 8th we will be meeting for worship at 10:30am. During 

September, we will be starting a sermon series that follows along with our Sunday 

School curriculum for the fall, centered on Living in the Light. The focus will be on ex-

actly what living in the light means for us today as we expose ourselves to God’s will 

and come together in our vulnerabilities, strengthening each other’s weakness and 

leaving guilt and shame behind. 

Sunday, September 8th— 

To begin our sermon series on Living in the Light, we take a look at the man who gave 

witness to the light—the man known as John the Baptist. We will see how he prepares 

us for our exposure to Christ and how in our baptism we can be unafraid of judgment 

as we become convicted in our faith. Scripture Lessons: Isaiah 60:1–5, Mark 1:1–11. 

Sunday, September 15th – 

On the second Sunday of September, we look at the many facets of what it means 

when God created light and separated that light from the darkness, how light is in-

separable from life and creation, and what this means in light of Jesus — the life that is 

the light of men and the light who shines in the darkness. 

Scripture Lessons: Genesis 1:1–5, John 1:1–14. 

Sunday, September 22nd– 

During worship on this Sunday we take a look at the story of Bartimaeus, a blind man 

being healed by Jesus after being noticed in a crowd. What can we learn about the 

power of acknowledgement and noticing someone in need? What power does our own 

sight have in being aware of our surroundings? 

Scripture Lessons: Isaiah 9:2, Mark 10:46. 

Sunday, September 29th– 

Building off of the previous lesson, we now turn to John’s witness of a blind man’s 

healing. Here again we see a man being granted the gift of sight and light, but what 

makes this instance unique is how Jesus corrects his disciples in their simple concep-

tion of how God punishes sin and why people face struggles and trials, showing in-

stead how God’s true power is revealed in healing and restoration, not punishment 

and despair. Scripture Lessons: Proverbs 15:29–30, John 9:1–12. 

 

On this page you’ll be able to find out what is happening during worship services 

this month. Please read the scripture lessons ahead of worship each Sunday so you can get a better 

idea of the context of each lesson! 

 

Choir Practice resumes after summer 

hiatus SEPTEMBER 25th @ 7:30pm 

Please join us! The more the merrier!! 
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MPW FALL RUMMAGE SALE 

SEPTEMBER 21, 2019 

9:00am—1:00pm 

Please drop off your donations to the 

Fellowship Hall by  7:00pm Thurs, Sept. 19th   

Thursday Sept. 19 @ 7:00pm  Sale Set-Up 

Friday Sept. 20 @ 9:00am Sale Pricing 

Volunteers Needed for Set-Up, Pricing, and 

“Sale Day”!! 

Please call the church office if you have any questions 

 

 

2019 MPW Honorary Member 

of the Year 

Linda Crawford! 

Thank you to all Nominees who were selected for their 
commitment to Christ and their dedication to the 

mission of the Milton Church.    We thank all of you for 
your faithful service in countless ways to our church life, 
serving on various committees and projects, and always 

willing to lend a helping hand when needed.   

Operation Christmas Child Shoeboxes begins at Milton Presbyterian 

Church on Sunday,  October 13, 2019 .  Final collection date and dedica-

tion prayer will be Sunday, November  7, 2019    Details to Follow!! 

 
Living in the Light 

 

This fall, starting on September 8th, the kids will 

be starting a new 12-week curriculum for junior 

church called Living in the Light. These lessons 

focus on the stories of five biblical figures—

John the Baptist, Bartimaeus, Zacchaeus, Mary 

Magdalene and the Apostle Paul—and how 

each one was transformed by God’s light and so 

prepares us to be transformed in similar ways. 

 

The Rittman School Supply Drive  

was a HUGE SUCCESS!!!   

Thank you to all who donated!  A Special Thanks 
to Kim Hart for suggesting our  

School Supply Drive to the employees of  

Morton Salt, Rittman and their  

overwhelming quantity of  

donations!   

The school supplies were dropped off at   

Rittman Elementary School on 
August 20th.—all set for a great 

2019—2020 school year!! 

 

Save your appetite for the MPW’s FAMOUS LASAGNA! 

November 2nd  - Preparation  (Volunteers Needed!) 

November 3rd - Pick-Up LASAGNA-TO-GO Dinner (Lasagna , 

Salad, Dessert , Bread  (included with each dinner) 

  

 

Thank you for all the prayers and cards during my recovery from surgery.  I 

appreciate your caring and concern.  Cindy Mann 

 



      

 

1st    Kara Moore 

1st      Sheri Wachtel 

3rd   Kris Fetter 

5th   Aaron Aberegg 

5th     Lisa Miller  

6
th     

August (Gus) Barnes 

6th   Christie Yoho 

7th   Amy Fletcher  

7th     Leslie Steiner 

8th     Gretchen Yappel 

9th      MacKenzie Wilson 

10th  Larry Kollert 

11th  John Trogdon 

15th  Michael Williams 

16th  Kristen Shreve 

18th  Alexandria Moore  

18th    Ester Winkler 

19th   Tammy Wilson 

20th   Julianna Bragg 

22nd  Samantha Labo 

24th   Cora Wilson 

25th   Kelly Thomas 

28th   Kellen McComas 

29th    John Hoover 

29th    Tracy Wilson (Pyle)    

30th   Cassie Shreve 

  

   

 

 

    2nd  Aaron & Karie Ide — 13 yrs. 

 2nd  Rev. Alex & Andrea Barnes – 3 yrs.  

 5th   Drew & Melanie Fetter –  4 yrs.  
 

 6th   Jay & Debbie Russell – 49 yrs. 
 

 7th    Doug & Sally Schar – 23 yrs. 
 

11th   Tim & Kris Fetter – 37 yrs. 

14th  Leonard & Rita Amstutz – 62 yrs. 

21st  Rick & Tammie Shreve – 45 yrs. 

Altar Flowers 
 

Sept. 01   Andrea & Rev. Alex  
Sept. 08   Donna & Bill Robertson 
Sept. 15   Deloris Rohrer 
Sept. 22   Volunteer Needed!l 
Sept. 29   Volunteer Needed! 
 

LITURGISTS 

Sept.  01   Justine Brandes 

Sept.  08 Donna Robertson 

Sept.  15 TBD 

Sept.  22 TBD 

Sept.  29 TBD 

 Altar Flowers are appreciated!! 
Please sign up on the “FLOWER CALENDAR” 
located on the bulletin board in the narthex or 

give the church office a call.  Thank you! 
 

OFFERING COUNTERS FOR SEPTEMBER 

Rich Schumacher and Sheri Wachtel 

 
DEACON SERVERS FOR SEPTEMBER 

Ron and Kim Hart 

Sept.  01  Andrea Barnes 

Sept.  08 Tammy Wilson 

Sept. 15 Tammy Wilson 

Sept.  22 TBD 

Sept.  29 TBD 

 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED FOR THE NURSERY!   
PLEASE HELP— 

only a simple background check required.   
THANK YOU!!!! 

JR. CHURCH 

Please let the church office know if your birthday or anniversary was missed or is 

incorrect and we will update our records.   

THANK YOU!! 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 

9:30am Worship   

2    

 

 

 

LABOR DAY 

3 

12:00pm Adult Bible 

Study (Library)  

 4 

 

 

5  10:00am Worship 

& Music (Library)  

7:00pm MPW Fall 

All Women’s 

Gathering (Library) 

6  ** Please Note: 

Also on Sept. 5th 

2:30pm-5:30pm 

Headstart Meeting 

(Fellowship Hall) 

7 

8 

9:15am Adult Sunday 

School 

10:30am Worship & 

Communion  

9 

 

10 

12:00pm Adult Bible 

Study (Library)  

11 

 

 

 

12 

7:00pm Trustees  

Meeting (Library) 

13 14 

15   

9:15am Adult Sunday 

School 

10:30am Worship   

11:45am Session Mting 

 16 17 

12:00pm Adult Bible 

Study (Library)  

18  19 

7:00pm Rummage 

Sale Set-up 

 

20 

9:00am Rummage 

Sale Pricing 

 

21 

9:00am—1:00pm 

Rummage Sale 

 

 

22 

9:15am Adult Sunday 

School 

10:30am Worship   

 

23 

 

 

 

 

First Day of Autumn 

24 

12:00pm Adult Bible 

Study (Library)  

 

 

25 

6:45pm Handbell 

Practice 

7:30pm Choir 

Rehersal 

 

26 

 

27 28 

29 

9:15am Adult Sunday 

School 

10:30am Worship     

30 

6:30pm Community 

Dinner & 7:00pm 

Gary S. & Bobbie S. - 

Singing Group 

  

 

       

SEPTEMBER 
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2019 VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL  

Paul Goes to Athens 

 
Saturday, 

June 29th – 

Monday, 

July 1st 

Boiler Donations from this Summer:  $ 835.00. 

Total Donations for the Boiler Fund:  $ 22,962.78.   

Thank you to everyone for your donations and continued support toward reaching our goal 

of $ 60,000.00! 

The church will have a “New Look” soon.  Trustees have arranged for the parking lots to be 

repaved.  Because of a generous bequeath from the trust of Eileen Miller (a member from  

many years ago) the church has money available for the project.  A date for the work has not 

been set—we will keep everyone updated!! 

 

 
60,000  

5,000 

10,000 

15,000 

20,000 

25,000 

30,000 

35,000 

40,000 

45,000 

50,000 

55,000 

 

MPC 2019 FALL ARTS & CRAFT SHOW 

UPDATE! 

The Fall Arts and Crafts Show (here at Milton 

Church) is scheduled for Saturday, November 16, 

2019.   

This is a church-wide project with all proceeds 

being applied to our boiler loan.  

SHARE YOUR TALENTS!  Men, women, young 

and old—artwork, crafts, needlework, orna-

ments, pottery woodworking, wreaths, greeting 

cards, gift baskets, or help with lunch or the 

bake sale. 

Many have already begun, but for the rest of 

you, we have some donated articles including 

craft kits, paper supplies, general craft supplies, 

yarn and baskets to get you started.  Please see 

Nancy Leach after church or call (330) 925-9356 

to get your supplies. 

We will be sending out emails to all crafters to 

keep you up to date with plans and our progress.  

If interested, send an email NJL100@aol.com 

to get on the Craft Show Mailing list.  

Thank you for your support! 

Just a Note! 

If you email the church, please use the “miltonpreschurch@gmail.com” address 
rather than the “embarqmail.com” address.  Thank you! 

What a 
GREAT 

time 
was had 
by all— 

children & 
adults!! 



 

 

 

 

Mickey Shankland!  Mickey retired from Milton Presbyterian Church  as our 

Choir Director and Organist on Sunday, August 25th. 

Thank you Mickey for your care for worship, music, and our church family here 

at Milton.  You will be greatly missed by all of us - 

We all wish you a 

wonderful 

retirement!   

Keep in touch!  
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Our Mission Statement: 

Believing in one Lord, one faith, and 

one baptism, the Milton Presbyterian 

Church, as the Body of Christ, will 

carry out the ministry of Jesus within 

the congregation,  within  our 

community, and to the world. 

To accomplish this mission we 

will: 

*Experience God’s presence through 

worship, prayer,  Bible study, the 

sacraments, fellowship, and 

service; 

*Demonstrate our Savior’s 

compassion through our daily lives 

to those in need; 

*Give our time, our talents, and our 

material possessions according to 

God’s gifts of them; 

*Share the Good New of Jesus Christ by 

word and deed to all the world. 

Moved by the Holy Spirit, our mission as a 

congregation of forgiven and loved disciples 

will be carried out in the Name of Christ.   

MILTON PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

250 North Street  

Rittman, OH  44270 

Please continue to keep church members/friends in your prayers: 

Mike (Mandii) Cramer; Arika Hall; Larry Kollert; Linda Beddow [Elsie Richards’ daughter];  Shawn & Nicole Aronhaldt, 

Scott Warner, Rev. Bill Popa, Sue Timmons,  Todd Stephan, Abbey Lentine, Barbara Ramsier, Bill & Judy Beuth,  Connie 

Cristino and Jean Hart. 

*Judy Kammer 

*Mark Kovarik 

* Sarah Knight & family. 

*Lonnie Fletcher. 

*Mickey Shankland. 

*Bill Beuth. 

*Marcia Geyer.  

*Debbie Keel. 

*Linda Melenbacker.  

*Tanya Coleman.  

*Megan Crawford. 

*Rick Singleton. 

*Marnita Largent.  

*Janet Steele.  

**Dwayne Hopton. 

*Robert Young. 

*Nancy Booth. 

*Linda Lampar. 

*Frances Nichols. 

*John Ramsier. 

*Please remember our church family members who are in our local area nursing homes and senior living centers: 

 

Inn at Coal Ridge (Wadsworth):  Elsie Richards, Ray Chittum, Connie Cristino  

Apostolic Christian Homes: Harry & Dorothy Johnson, Jean Hart 

PRAYER CONCERNS 

 


