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Milton after the game!
October 27: Lasagna Dinner (11/03/19) Ticket Sale Deadline
October 28: Community Meal - 6:30pm
Speaker Ron Woodward is speaking on The Server
& “Habitat for Humanity”

Congratulations
Congratulations to Ron
Hart on his retirement
from The City of
Wadsworth Fire/EMS
Department after 28
years - Thank you for
your service and dedication to the community! Ron is also retiring from The State of
Ohio after 27 years as
an accountant. WOW!

Pottery made by
Milton’s own
Lori Clevidence!

Gorgeous!!

2019 FALL ARTS & CRAFT SHOW
Milton Presbyterian Church
November 16, 2019 9am-4pm.

Enjoy your well
earned retirement
Ron!!

SHARE YOUR TALENTS EVERYONE!!

Tell Your Friends & Family!!!
IVAN PARKER IS ALMOST HERE!!
World renowned gospel singer Ivan Parker will be
coming to the Milton Presbyterian Church on

Friday, October 11th @ 7:00pm.
Freewill Offering will be collected.
Please call the Church office if you have any questions.
(330) 925-2651 www.ivanparker.com

Please let the office know if you can help
out! This concert is brought to you by the Hazel
McConnell & Gammell Music Funds.

Pottery, Jewelry, Wreaths, Greeting Cards, Gift Baskets,
Baked Goods, Ornaments, Knitting, etc.—you make your
craft or baked good & we will sell it!!!
Volunteers will be needed for help day of show—thanks!

Many have already begun, but for the rest of you, we
have some donated articles including craft kits, paper
supplies, general craft supplies, yarn and baskets to
get you started. Please see Nancy Leach after
church or give her a call at (330) 925-9356.
We will be sending out emails to all crafters to keep
you up to date with plans and our progress. If interested, send an email to NJL100@aol.com to get on
the Craft Show Mailing list.
All proceeds will be applied to the church boiler loan.
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Do not rebuke mockers or they will hate you; rebuke the wise and they will love you. Instruct the wise and
they will be wiser still; teach the righteous and they will add to their learning ( Proverbs 9:8–9).
All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness,
so that the servant of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work ( 2 Timothy 3:16–17).
Sunday, September 8th was a great day, because it was the day that worship was moved back to 10:30am and
everyone got to sleep in again! I’m actually kidding, because I didn’t get to sleep in. Correction — I didn’t want to
sleep in, because I was so excited for Sunday School to start again!
Admittedly, I love Sunday School. I love it so much that I went to Seminary for four years, which is really just a more
expensive Sunday School on steroids. Some of you might think that you learn enough during worship—but that’s no
replacement for scriptural study in a setting where there is conversation and opinion shared. As much as I love my
own opinion, I know that it also can be wrong and corrected. I am reminded of this frequently by those close to me,
which is why I love the passage from Proverbs 9:8–9 so much. I have been rebuked plenty, and I’d like to believe that
I am all the wiser for it. In this format, I find that it is here at Sunday school and Bible Study where scripture comes
alive in a different way as stories are shared that can give insight into why we interpret God’s word in different ways
while still seeking to be of the same mind, ultimately united with Jesus.
As excited as I was to get back in to Sunday School , I have to
admit that I was taken aback that first Sunday we met when I saw
a cardboard elephant standing up in the middle of the table,
propped up between two bibles. With great understanding
dawning upon my senses, I realized that this was the proverbial
‘elephant in the room’—that topic that is on everybody’s mind
which is ignored or awkwardly stepped around for fear of offense
or tension. The elephant , of course, is referred to in this manner
because of its enormous size. One could easily imagine it taking
up the whole room, so it would be weird if nobody talked about it.
It is an even more pungent analogy when remembering those
times at the zoo when going into the elephant house. Let’s just say
that their size was not the only thing that was overpowering …

The Elephant in the Room.

Thankfully, the elephant that Sunday school teacher Ken Mann constructed out of cardboard is neither the size of a
real elephant and doesn’t share its other traits either. I assumed it was Ken who made it, at least, for he was the one
sheepishly grinning behind it when we looked at it. I appreciated that he did this, because one thing I love about our
church family is that we can honestly discuss many issues that end up dividing other churches and people today.
Ken knew that his elephant, however lovingly crafted, was ultimately a powerless idol that distracted us from God,
and the best way to dispel the power these topics have over us is to confront them with gentle and honest care. We
have a very politically and socially diverse congregation, and I have such a great appreciation of this. I have found
that difficult topics are discussed with far more understanding in a setting where others are not only free but
encouraged to share their opinion – and best of all I don’t have to lead the class! At least that is true for the Sunday
class. I am nominally the leader of the Tuesday noon Bible study, but even then there are so many participants that
are knowledgeable, insightful, or eager to learn that class is easy to lead.
All this is to say that I encourage you to participate in one of these classes or, if you cannot make it, to study more
scripture on your own directed study. Carve out time to study God’s word, or seek out other groups that meet to
study scripture. If reading something in scripture that confuses you, look it up! There are many different resources
that help with interpretation. If you want a suggestion, feel free to get in touch with me—it is all part of growing
together as the Body of Christ. If we can discuss God’s word with a reverence for both its instruction and the people
whom it instructs, then the Body of Christ can easily confront and tame the elephant in the room.
- Reverend Alex Barnes
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On this page you’ll be able to find out what is happening during worship services this month.
Please read the scripture lessons ahead of worship each Sunday so you can get a better idea of
the context of each lesson!
October 6 – World Communion Sunday –
Putting Yourself out There to Get a Good Look at God (Zacchaeus)
Every year since 1936, we have celebrated World Communion Sunday on the first Sunday of
October. It is a Sunday set aside when churches from all over the world take communion on this
set date, reflecting a global understanding of Christian unity in attempts to break down barriers
within the body of Christ. We celebrate this by looking at the story of Zacchaeus, a tax collector
who, after seeking Jesus in a crowd, was asked by Jesus to host him and so gave back half of all
he had to the people. It is one of those stories that went a long ways to demonstrate the
reconciliation that Jesus brings to the world. Scripture: Psalm 27:7–11, Luke 19:1–10
October 13 – Seeing Beyond Death & Taxes (Zacchaeus)
On the second Sunday of October, we will revisit the story of Zaccheus the tax collector in light
of the answer Jesus gave when confronted with a question of paying taxes to the repressive
empire or to God’s Temple. It is an answer that puts everything into perspective, and is one that
should change the way that we think about our money for good.
Scripture: Isaiah 58:1–8, Matthew 22:15–22
October 20 – Mary Magdalene at the Dawn of Life
On the third Sunday of October, we celebrate Easter early! Focusing on the first person to
witness the resurrection—Mary Magdalene—we remember the moment where our ultimate
faith begins and ends. We remember the resurrection, and how everything we believe is
illuminated by this singular event. Scripture: Isaiah 62:1–5, John 20:1–18
October 28 – Light, Water, Seeds & Soil: God’s Recipe for Growth (Mary Magdalene)
For the final Sunday of October, we see the entrance of Mary Magdalene in the Gospel story
just before Jesus presents the first parable that he uses to teach—the parable of the sower and
the seed. When looking at all the elements in this parable, in what role do we find ourselves?
What example can the growth of Mary and the other disciples teach us in this?
Scripture: Isaiah 40:1–5, Luke 8:1–18a
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Save your appetite for the

MPW’s FAMOUS LASAGNA!
Tickets will be available for pre-sale
now until Sunday, Oct. 27th.
Milton Presbyterian Women Bible Study will be held in the Parlor

Meals include:

Thursday, Oct 17, 2019 at 7:00pm.

Meat or Vegetable Lasagna, Salad, Bread, Dessert.

Cindy Mann will be leading the Circle.

Price per meal: $ 9.00

Kim Hart will be the Discussion Leader for

Lasagna “Sign-Up Sheets” are in Narthex.

Lesson 3—”Words of Love—Keep Sabbath”

Volunteers needed for preparation:
Saturday, Nov. 2nd—Lasagna preparation (9:00am kitchen)

Samaritan’s Purse

Sunday, Nov. 3rd—Final lasagna preparation (9:00am kitchen) &
pick up of meals 11:45am—1:00pm.

“Operation Christmas Child”
Shoebox collection will begin at Milton
Presbyterian Church on Sunday, October 13, 2019 and will
continue until the final collection and dedication date of

HAPPY VOLUNTEERS!!

MPW FALL RUMMAGE SALE
SERIOUS SHOPPERS!!

Sunday, November 17, 2019. The shoeboxes will be dropped
off at a nearby collection point on Monday, November 18,
2019. Please contact Patty Cristino @ (330) 347-0200 if you
have any questions. Thank you!
Empty shoeboxes will be available in the Narthex with instructions
on filling the shoebox and a list of acceptable items for the age
group divisions of girls 2-4, 5-9, 10-14; boys 2-4, 5-9, 10-14.

The MPW Fall Rummage Sale
held on Saturday, September 21, 2019 was a
HUGE SUCCESS!!
Sales Totaled $ 507.00 ,

Ask the Kids about all the fun
they’ve had in Junior Church!
This fall the kids have been learning about
letting their light shine, seeing how various
Biblical characters have let their light
shine. When you see them, ask them how
they have been letting their light shine,
and how John the Baptist, Bartimaeus,
Zacchaeus, Mary Magdalene and the
Apostle Paul did so too!

which will be used for Mission Funding.
Thank you to all of our hard working volunteers who
not only set-up the tables and organized the
the donations but also priced all of the merchandise,
sold the merchandise, and then packed what was left
over up for Goodwill Industries to come and pick up.
Lots of hard work and we all want to
THANK YOU!!

2nd
5th
8
8th
12th
14th
15th
17th
17th
18th
19th
20th
24th
26th
26th
26th
28th
30th
30th

Jean Hart
Zane Wilson
Lonnie Fletcher
Vickie Schumacher
Kendall Knight
Jeff Yoho
Reid Fetter
Kayla Baisden
Scott Wilson
Klayton Knight
Linda LaBo
Jacob Williams
Donna Robertson
Bill Beuth
Tristan Philips
Hoyt Todd
Garrett Shreve
Gregg Shreve
Amy Wilson

OFFERING COUNTERS FOR OCTOBER
TRUSTEES TO DETERMINE

LITURGISTS
October 6th — Donna Robertson
October 13th — Cindy Mann
October 20th — Bill Timmons
October 27th — Mandii Cramer

3rd
4th
4th
9th
11th
20th
24th

Jeff & Christie Yoho – 38 yrs.
Dean & Donna Yoder – 22 yrs.
Tyler & Julie Gibbs – 5 yrs.
Rick & Kim Adams – 43 yrs.
Joseph & Rachel Freeman - 5 yrs.
Mike & Mandii Cramer – 12 yrs.
Keith & Julie (Berg) Todd - 5 yrs.

Please let the church office know if your birthday or anniversary was
missed or is incorrect and we will update our records.
THANK YOU!!

October 6th — Donna & Bill Robertson
October 13th — TBD
October 20th — TBD
October 27th — TBD

Altar Flowers are appreciated!!
Please sign up on the “FLOWER
CALENDAR” located on the bulletin board
in the narthex or give the church office a
call. Thank you!

DEACON SERVERS FOR OCTOBER
Linda Lampar & Cindy Vaughn

JR. CHURCH
Oct. 6 th
Oct. 13th
Oct. 20th
Oct. 27th

Angel Mackey
Angel Mackey
Andrea Barnes
Andrea Barnes

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED FOR THE NURSERY!
PLEASE HELP—
only a simple background check required.
THANK YOU!!!!

Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

1
12:00pm Adult Bible
Study (Library)

2
6:45pm Handbell
Practice
7:30pm Choir
Rehersal

3
10:00am Worship &
Music Commitee
(Library)

4

Sat
5

6
9:15am Adult Sunday
School
10:30am Worship &
Communion

7

8
12:00pm Adult Bible
Study (Library)
Bloodmobile, UMC,
Rittman 12-6 pm

9
6:45pm Handbell
Practice
7:30pm Choir
Rehersal

10
7:00pm Trustees
Meeting (Library)

11
12
IVAN PARKER
CONCERT 7:00PM

13 9:15am Adult
Sunday School
10:30am Worship
Operation Christmas
Shoeboxes Begins!

14

15
12:00pm Adult Bible
Study (Library)

16
6:45pm Handbell
Practice
7:30pm Choir
Rehersal

17
7:00pm MPW Circle
Meeting (Parlor)
Headstart “Open
House” 4-6 (Library)

18

19

20
9:15am Adult Sunday
School
10:30am Worship
11:45 Session Meeting
(Library)

21

22
12:00pm Adult Bible
Study (Library)
7:00pm Nominating
Committee (Library)

23
6:45pm Handbell
Practice
7:30pm Choir
Rehersal

24

25

26

27
9:15am Adult Sunday
School
10:30am Worship
Lasagna Orders Due

28 6:30pm Community
Dinner & 7:00pm Speaker Ron Woodward
Re: The Server & Habitat
for Humanity

29
12:00pm Adult Bible
Study (Library)

30
6:45pm Handbell
Practice
7:30pm Choir
Rehersal

31

Columbus Day
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2019 Stewardship — Get Involved!
As we look towards next year and being faithful stewards of what God has entrusted to our care, you should get more
involved with simple things at church! As the Nominating Committee talks to people about helping out with the leadership
positions of Trustee, Deacon and Ruling
Elder, there are lots of small things you
can do to help us out. Please sign up and
ask about being involved on Sundays by
buying the altar flowers, being a reader
during worship, count the offering, help
with fellowship hour, or by hosting others
for dinner. Your involvement is the most
important thing that you can give!

October 19th Tailgate Party!

This year, in each new issue of the Timely Notes, we will feature
a church member that has responded to a few questions about
themselves so we can get to know each other better. This month,
we put the spotlight on someone who has been a longtime
Trustee and active member of the church in so many ways—
Name: Lucinda Mann AKA Cindy!
Birthday: May 8th
Date joining the church: 1971
Family Members: Ken Mann (husband), Kris
(son), Joe (son)
Go-to Bible verse: Psalm 51
Most meaningful church memory: Sunday School as a kid!
During Christmas a couple of my teachers gave small gifts—one
year I got a plastic Nativity set and another year I received
a small plastic framed picture of Jesus as a baby (I still have
it!).
Favorite Hymn: Amazing Grace
Favorite Movie: Blazing Saddles
Hobbies/hidden talents: Gardening, Birding, Canoeing/
Kayaking, Camping, Reading

Come help support the Rittman
Junior Varsity football team,
featuring stars Cade Wilson and
Andy Mackey as they bring the
heat to Norwayne on Saturday,
October 19th at 10am in Rittman.
After the game, walk up the hill,
grill & chill as we bring the heat
to some burgers at church!
Please let us know if you can
come and bring a side dish.
Thanks!
PLEASE COMPLETE A “GETTING TO KNOW YOU”
QUESTIONNAIRE SO WE CAN FEATURE YOU IN
OUR MONTHLY NEWS LETTER! YOU CAN PICK UP
ONE ON THE TABLE IN THE NARTHEX (BY
LIBRARY) OR THE CHURCH OFFICE.
PLEASE HELP!! THE CHURCH HAS A SHORTAGE
OF DOOR KEYS. IF YOU DO NOT USE
YOURS, PLEASE RETURN IT TO THE
CHURCH OFFICE. THANK YOU!!
Just a Note!
If you email the church, please use the
“miltonpreschurch@gmail.com” address rather
than the “embarqmail.com” address. Thanks!
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MILTON PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

Our Mission Statement:
Believing in one Lord, one faith, and
one baptism, the Milton Presbyterian
Church, as the Body of Christ, will
carry out the ministry of Jesus within
the congr ega tion, within our
community, and to the world.

250 North Street
Rittman, OH 44270

To accomplish this mission we
will:
*Experience God’s presence through
worship, prayer, Bible study, the
sacraments, fellowship, and
service;
* D e mo n s t ra t e ou r Savi o r ’ s
compassion through our daily lives
to those in need;
*Give our time, our talents, and our
material possessions according to
God’s gifts of them;
*Share the Good New of Jesus Christ by
word and deed to all the world.
Moved by the Holy Spirit, our mission as a
congregation of forgiven and loved disciples
will be carried out in the Name of Christ.

PRAYER CONCERNS
*Judy Kammer
*Mark Kovarik
* Sarah Knight & family.
*Lonnie Fletcher.
*Mickey Shankland.

Judy and Scott Kammer are so thankful for our God loving Church Family.

*Bill Beuth.

Your love and prayers give us strength which we need at this time.

*Marcia Geyer.

Thanks so much for your prayers, cards, flowers and food.

*Debbie Keel.

We love you all very much.

*Linda Melenbacker.
*Tanya Coleman.
*Megan Crawford.

God Bless You!

Judy and Scott Kammer

*Rick Singleton.
*Marnita Largent.
*Janet Steele.
**Dwayne Hopton.

Please continue to keep church members/friends in your prayers:
Mike (Mandii) Cramer; Arika Hall; Larry Kollert; Linda Beddow [Elsie Richards’ daughter]; Shawn & Nicole Aronhaldt,
Scott Warner, Rev. Bill Popa, Sue Timmons, Todd Stephan, Abbey Lentine, Barbara Ramsier, Bill & Judy Beuth, Connie
Cristino and Jean Hart.

*Robert Young.
*Nancy Booth.

*Please remember our church family members who are in our local area nursing homes and senior living centers:

*Linda Lampar.
*Frances Nichols.
*John Ramsier.

Inn at Coal Ridge (Wadsworth): Elsie Richards, Ray Chittum, Connie Cristino
Apostolic Christian Homes: Harry & Dorothy Johnson, Jean Hart

