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May 4: MPW Rummage Sale (see page 4) 

May 5: Baptism of Noah Knight, Maxwell Millan, & Millie 

Stufft. Dedication of August Barnes during 

worship (see page 3) 

May 5: Deacons Taco Luncheon Following Worship 

May 26: Honoring Graduates during worship 

May 27: Memorial Day Festivities & Honors (See below) 

 

Longtime Milton member Robert Bodager with 
receive the ‘Rittman Home Town Hero’ award 
for his exemplary service to the community and 
nation.  The award will be presented on 
Memorial Day at the Rittman Cemetery Services 
which will follow the parade and starts about 
11:00 AM.  Bob has been a member of our church 
for 78 years. 

This month's community dinner will be on Memorial Day, 

Monday, May 27th starting at 6:30pm. Bill Crawford great 

grilling skills will be displayed as his delicious hamburgers 

and hotdogs are on the menu.  Following the dinner our 

guest speaker will be Stan Wolczyk.  Stan is a 101 year 

old WWII Veteran—he has had many very interesting 

experiences and met many different people throughout his 

long and eventful life.  He is known fondly as “Stan the 

Man” (a real character!) by those who have had the privilege 

to meet him.  Please join us for his inspiring talk! 

Rev. Barnes gives the children sermon during worship. Top Row: Caroline Barnes, Alexis 

Labo, Kaleb Labo, Luca Pink & Rocco Pink. Bottom Row: Andrea Barnes,  Gus Barnes, Sami 

Paredes-Barnes, Emma Goodman, & Kendall Knight. 



Page 2  

 

Timely Notes — May 2019 

When she and the members of her household were baptized, she invited us to her home. "If you consider me a 

believer in the Lord," she said, "come and stay at my house." And she persuaded us. 

— Acts 16:15  

The passage above completes the story of Lydia’s conversion, a woman whom Paul met in Phillipi 

during one of his missionary journeys. It is a beautiful and simple story that shows how powerful the 

Holy Spirit can be in directing our path. If you can make it to worship on the last Sunday of May, we 

will take a look at this larger story and see how we can take great wisdom from finding out how the 

Spirit guides us to where we need to be, but I wanted to lift up this final part of the story because it 

reveals something important about the recognition of a true believer. 

When Lydia received the gospel, she was first baptized – and not just her, but her whole household. 

She includes her immediate family in the same commitment. Baptism, recognized as one of the two 

Sacraments (along with communion) that demonstrate God’s grace imparted to us as believers, is both a 

sign of commitment demonstrated by the believer and an open sign that the Holy Spirit enters and 

empowers the believer to overcome the power of sin through God’s active grace. 

In Lydia’s case, it is an incredibly important sign of reciprocity between her and God … but what 

makes this moment so vivid in its simplicity is that this grace extends beyond herself to her household. 

Not only this, but this story shows how Paul and the Apostles were not necessarily convinced that the 

simple act of baptism would necessarily change a life. In fact, it was now Paul’s turn to be persuaded of 

God’s power bestowed upon this woman who, just moments earlier, was simply a stranger. 

Notice that Paul isn’t persuaded that the Holy Spirit had taken root by a miraculous power or gift of 

healing. Instead, it was the simple offer of risky and genuine hospitality that convinced him. Lydia knew 

that she had been the one to make the decision to baptize, to extend this baptism to her household, and 

then extend this understanding of God’s care to the one who first shared the gospel with her. 

When Paul first arrived in Philippi, he did not know how long he would stay. In fact, when  he first 

began teaching, he had no intention of being invited into someone else’s home, yet there he remained 

for a while because it was the Holy Spirit that guided him there, and it was the power of the Holy Spirit 

that empowered Lydia to freely share her gift of invitation and hospitality. 

When we celebrate the baptisms of Noah Knight, Max Millan, and Millie Stufft, and when we 

dedicate August Barnes on May 5th, I will be thinking about this story. I will be thinking about this story 

because I have seen evidence of the Holy Spirit at work in this church in the way we invite others to stay 

with us as God’s grace can work through us. Every time we witness a baptism, every time we see the 

communion table, and every time we worship together we should remember God’s grace given to us 

and remember that this same invitation is one we can and should extend to one another, persuading them 

of God’s invitation and persuading them to remain with us and experience the great blessings of God 

even in the most unexpected places – in those places that might be right in front of us. 

 

- Reverend Alex Barnes   
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Handbell Choir practices in the Sanctuary 

on Wednesdays  starting at 6:45 and Choir 

start at 7:30pm. Come join the fun! 

 
 

On this page you’ll be able to find out what is happening during worship services this month. Please read the 

scripture lessons ahead of worship each Sunday so you can get a better idea of the context of each lesson! 

Sunday, May 5th– Jumping Into Grace–  

Baptism of Max Millan, Noah Knight, and Millie Stufft. Dedication of August Barnes 

On Sunday, May 5thduring worship we will celebrate the baptisms of little Noah Knight, Max Millan, and 

Millie Stufft (Granddaughter of Hal & Nancy Leach) and dedicate August Barnes as the church formally 

makes the commitment to raise them in Christ—something that has already been happening with great 

love and care. The sacrament of baptism, a powerful sign of God’s freely given grace, is an important 

moment that reminds us of God’s power to redeem and change lives. We will see this reflected in our 

scripture lessons as well, recalling the story of Peter’s chance at redemption after denying Christ. 

Celebrate exciting new life at the Milton Church this Sunday! The Deacon’s Taco Luncheon will follow 

the worship service. Scripture Lessons: Psalm 139:1–18 &John 21:1–19 

Sunday, May 12th –A Maternal Instinct– Mother’s Day &Holy Communion 

On the second Sunday of May, we honor all those who have taken on a motherly role in their lives  as we 

see one woman who was a mother to many in the story of Dorcas, a woman who was always making 

clothes for the poor and doing good when she fell ill and died. Empowered by the Holy Spirit, Peter 

brought Dorcas back to life in prayer, showing the nature and power of God’s spirit to care for others and 

heal those deemed incurable. Scripture Lessons: John 10:22–30 &Acts 9:36–43 

Sunday, May 19th– Guest Preacher Robin Sharp 

With Reverend Barnes being away, on Sunday, May 19th we invite Robin Sharp to come lead worship 

with us. Robin has been preaching for churches in the Presbytery over the last few years and will be 

sharing her wisdom with us on Peter’s revelation to share a meal with the Gentiles, another step towards 

fulfilling the commandment that Jesus gave his disciples at the last supper — to love one another just as 

he has loved them. Scripture Lessons: John 13:31–35 &Acts 11:1–18. 

Sunday, April 28th–Guided by a Colorful Spirit – Graduation Sunday 

On the last Sunday of May, during worship we will dig in to how the Holy Spirit gently guides us in 

where we should be at a given moment. When Jesus told his disciples that he was going elsewhere to be 

with his father, he said the Holy Spirit would now be given authority to teach and lead, and this is exactly 

what happens when Paul faced resistance in certain places on his missionary journeys. How do we react 

when facing resistance? When do we persist and when do we move on in our own lives when seeking to 

follow God’s will? These are the questions we will ask ourselves as we find are reminded in scripture to 

seek guidance from this same spirit, still at work today. This Sunday we will also be honoring 

Christopher Schar’s graduation from high school and hear from Katherine Hart and Cora Wilson, two 

recipients of last year’s HOPE (Helping Our People Through Education) Scholarship award. 

Scripture Lessons: John 14:23–29 &Acts 16:9–15. 
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MAY 4th, 2019 

9:00am—1:00pm 

MPW SPRING RUMMAGE SALE 

Please donate your Clean, Gently Used 
or New items 

To the RUMMAGE SALE. 
Thursday May 2, 2019 @ 7:00pm 

Set-up preparations for the Rummage Sale.  
Volunteers needed! 

Friday May 3, 2019 @ 9:00am 

Item pricing for the Rummage Sale!. 

Volunteers needed! 

Saturday May 4, 2019 @ 8:30am—sale  
preparation—Volunteers needed! 

Saturday May 4, 2019 @ noon until  
1:00pm—sale close down.  Volunteers 

needed! 

COME ONE COME ALL!!! 

Just a Note! 

May 13, 2019 @ 1:00pm 

MPW Coordinating Team Meeting (Library) 

THANK YOU  

FOR YOUR SUPPORT!! 

The MPW “LASAGNA-TO-GO” was a Great Success 

due to the participation of all of the Milton  

Presbyterian Church’s families and friends. 

$ 733.00 

This money will be used for Mission Funding. 

 

May 15, 2019 @ 7:00pm 

Ladies Bible Study (Parlor) 

Kim Hart leading Lessons 8 & 9.   

Nancy Leach hostessing. 

Hear about God’s presence as the Holy Spirit 

(John 14) and Jesus’ presence to his followers 

whom he sends into the world (Matthew 18 & 19) 

 

 
Congratulations go to Chris Schar on his 

Graduation from St. Vincent—St. Mary High 

School.  Chris’s favorite sport was baseball 

and he lettered all 4 years.  He also was a 

Student Ambassador for his High School  

and promoted the school through 

participation in numerous volunteer activities 

for both his school and local community. 

Chris is headed off to Miami University, 

Oxford, OH this Fall.  Good Luck Chris! 

UPCOMING  IN MAY:  May 12, 2019 he annual MPW Birthday Offering will 

be collected and dedicated to help mission in the U.S. and abroad. Please 

be ready to give! 

Honoring Graduates & Further Education 
Sunday, May 26th 

During worship on Sunday, May 26th we will 
honor Christopher Schar on his graduation 
from High School, find out if anyone was 

awarded the HOPE Scholarship this year, and 
hear from past recipients of the HOPE 

Scholarship Cora Wilson and Katherine Hart. 



 

 

Anderson Ide   5/01 

Eleanor Stufft   5/01  

Traci Cristino   5/03 

Isabelle Shreve   5/03 

Samantha Williamson  5/06 

Rick Adams   5/07 

Piper Philips   5/07 

Cindy Mann   5/08 

Michael Bennett  5/10 

Garrett Farlow   5/11 

Alice Gilman   5/16 

Denise Bennett   5/17 

Mark Wachtel   5/20 

Kaitlyn Thomas  5/27 

Barbara Dean   5/27 

Vickie Fox   5/27 

Colleen Hart   5/31 

May 4th  Dennis & Tracy Wilson -17 years 

May 29th John & Sandi Trogdon - 37 years 

May 30th Scott & Tammy Wilson -25 years 

 

  May 05  Landon Farron 

  May 12  Amanda Kramer  

  May 19      

  May 26    Scott Kammer 

LITURGISTS: 

 

    May 05  Alex & Andrea Barnes 

    May 12  Larry & Marge Boggs  

    May 19 Linda & Geoff Pyle 

    May 26 Scott & Judy Kammer 

  

ALTAR FLOWERS:  

OFFERING COUNTERS FOR MAY 

Cindy Mann & Volunteer Needed! 

DEACON SERVERS FOR MAY 

Bill and Linda Crawford 

  May 05 No Junior Church 

  May 12   Angel Mackey 

  May 19 Laurie Watson  

  May 26  Andrea Barnes 

   

JR. CHURCH: 

  May 05      No Nursery Needed 

  May 12     ? 

  May 19    ? 

  May 26 Sheri Wachtel 

NURSERY: 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED FOR THE NURSERY!  PLEASE 

HELP—only a simple background check required.  THANK 

YOU!!!! 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1  
6:45pm Bell Choir 

7:30pm Chancel Choir  

7:00pm Cub Scout 

Leaders/Parents  

2 
10:00am Worship & 

Music Committee 

7:00pm Rummage Sale 

Set-up 

3 
9:00am Rummage Sale 

Pricing 

4 
9:00am-1:00pm 

Rummage Sale 

5 9:15am Adult Sun. Schl 

10:30am Worship Service—

Baptisms! 

11:45am Deacons Taco 

Luncheon  

6 7 8 
6:45pm Bell Choir 

7:30pm Chancel Choir  

9 
7:00pm Trustees  

Meeting  

10 11 

12 Mothers Day 

10:30am Worship Service 

MPW Honorary Member    

Awarded & Birthday Offer-

ing Collected, Communion  

13 
1:00pm MPW  

Coordinating Team 

Meeting  

14 
Pastor Barnes leaves 

for retreat in Texas 

15 
6:45pm Bell Choir 

7:30pm Chancel Choir 

7:00pm Cub Scout Pack 

Meeting  

16 
7:00pm MPW Circle  

17 18 
 

19 
9:15am Adult Sunday Sch 

10:30am Worship Service 

20 21 
Pastor Barnes returns 

to office 

8 
6:45pm Bell Choir 

7:30pm Chancel Choir  

23 24 25 

26 Graduation Sunday 

9:15am Adult Sunday Schl 

10:30am Worship Service 

11:45am Session Meeting 

27  10:30am Parade 

11:00am Service at 

Rittman Cemetery  

6:30pm Comm. Dinner  

7:00pm Stan Wolczyck 

28 
 

8 
6:45pm Bell Choir 

7:30pm Chancel Choir  

30 31  
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Your continued support for the boiler loan is wonderful.  Donations from March 
and April were $1,690.  Keep up the good work!  Total donations toward the boiler 
are $21,947.78. 

This is a reminder from the Trustees on building security:  Most everyone coming 
and going into the building are careful to relock the doors.  There have been 
numerous occasions that a door has not been fully closed allowing it to be 
reopened although locked.  PLEASE be sure to check any door you go out to be 
sure it actually is shut completely.  The door in the lower level by the outside 
stairway is a particular problem.  Thank you for your attention to this. 
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This year, in each new issue 
of the Timely Notes, we will 
feature a church member 
that has responded to a few 
questions about themselves 
so we can get to know each 
other better. This month, we 
put the spotlight on 
someone who has grown up 
in the church having been 
very involved with the youth program and the most recent 
pastoral nominating committee. 

Name: Traci Cristino  

Birthday: May 3rd 

Date joining the church: 
April 2000 

Family Members:   Steve Coso (fiancée) 

Go-to Bible verse:  1 Thessalonians 5:16-18 

Most meaningful church memory:  Being a member of the 
“Pastor Nominating Committee” and finding Alex! 

Favorite Hymn: It Is Well with My Soul 

Favorite Movie(s):  Remember the Titans, Harry Potter 

Hobbies/hidden talents:  Crafting & Painting 

Ivan Parker comes to Milton 

On Friday, October 11, 2019 world 

renowned gospel singer Ivan 

Parker will be coming to the Mil-

ton Presbyterian Church .  Concert 

begins at 7:00pm. MARK IT ON 

YOUR CALENDAR AND TELL 

YOUR FRIENDS & FAMILY! This 

event is supported by the Hazel 

McConnell and Franklin & Harvetta 

Gammell music funds. 

Don ’ t forget! The 

Deacons Taco Lunch  is on 

Sunday, May 5th 

2019 after  Worship 

Service 



Thank you Bill Robertson for your very 

inspiring and heartfelt talk about the 

Rittman S.A.L.T. drug prevention 

program during the Community Dinner 

on April 29th. He gave great insight to 

the importance of role modeling, mentoring, and influencing. In case you missed it, 

please ask him more about it! I also want to thank Bill Crawford for preparing the meal. 

May 2019 Timely Notes 

Our Mission Statement: 

Believing in one Lord, one faith, and 

one baptism, the Milton Presbyterian 

Church, as the Body of Christ, will 

carry out the ministry of Jesus within 

the congregation,  within  our 

community, and to the world. 

To accomplish this mission we 

will: 

*Experience God’s presence through 

worship, prayer,  Bible study, the 

sacraments, fellowship, and 

service; 

*Demonstrate our Savior’s 

compassion through our daily lives 

to those in need; 

*Give our time, our talents, and our 

material possessions according to 

God’s gifts of them; 

*Share the Good New of Jesus Christ by 

word and deed to all the world. 

Moved by the Holy Spirit, our mission as a 

congregation of forgiven and loved disciples 

will be carried out in the Name of Christ.   

MILTON PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

250 North Street  

Rittman, OH  44270 

Please continue to keep church members/friends in your prayers: 

Mike (Mandii) Cramer; Arika Hall; Larry Kollert; Linda Beddow [Elsie Richards’ 

daughter];  Shawn & Nicole Aronhaldt, Helen Grubb, Scott Warner, Rev. Bill Popa, Sue 

Timmons, Todd Stephan, Abbey Lentine, Gemma Mathews, Donna  and Dean Yoder, Lisa 

Martin, and Barbara Ramsier. 

* Sarah Knight & family. 

*Lonnie Fletcher. 

*Mickey Shankland. 

*Bill Beuth. 

*Marcia Geyer.  

*Debbie Keel. 

*Linda Melenbacker.  

*Tanya Coleman.  

*Megan Crawford. 

*Rick Singleton. 

*Marnita Largent.  

*Janet Steele.  

**Dwayne Hopton. 

*Robert Young. 

*Nancy Phillips.   

*Joyce Nichols. 

*Nancy Booth. 

*Linda Lampar. 

*Frances Nichols. 

*John Ramsier. 

*Please remember our church family members who are in our local area nursing homes 

and senior living centers: 

Inn at Coal Ridge (Wadsworth):  Elsie Richards, Ray Chittum, Connie Cristino  

Apostolic Christian Homes: Harry & Dorothy Johnson, Jean Hart 

The Avenue (Wooster): Tom Ditch  (New Room#153/New phone#330-804-2037 

PRAYER CONCERNS 

 


