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Consciously giving our lives to God is something 

that we are to do more deeply throughout the 

weeks before we celebrate Easter, and at our 

community dinner on Monday, March 25th Dan 

and Rachael Stoner give us a beautiful example of 

this as they talked about their mission supporting 

local and international Biblical translators working 

with tribes in Cameroon. Dan and Rachel transport 

missionaries and supplies by flying and 

maintaining aircraft, and gave a wonderful 

testimony. If you'd like to know more about their 

story, you can read about their mission and 

support them here: https://www.wycliffe.org/

partner/fasterandfarther. The meal was excellent 

too, as always - thank you to Bill Crawford for 

preparing everything! 

 

This month's community dinner will be on 

Monday, April 29th starting at 6:30pm. Bill 

Crawford's delicious homemade beef stew is on 

the menu and we will hear Bill Robertson speak on 

behalf of the Rittman S.A.L.T. program, a local 

group that supports a drug free community 

through prevention and awareness. He will also 

give us a preview of the wonderful Reading Under 

the Lights program promoting early childhood 

literacy hosted at the Rittman Football Field on the 

evening of Friday, May 3rd. Be sure to circle your 

calendar and join us for dinner at the end of April! 

WE LOVE JR. CHURCH!!! 

 

DAN & RACHEL STONER COMMUNITY DINNER  MARCH 25, 2019 

https://www.wycliffe.org/partner/fasterandfarther
https://www.wycliffe.org/partner/fasterandfarther


Page 2  

 

Timely Notes — April 2019 

“My command is this: Love each other as I have loved you. Greater love has no one than this: to lay down one's life 

for one's friends. You are my friends if you do what I command.” 

- John 15:12–14   

‘Let’s just be friends.’ The words every high school romantic dreads to hear as they put their heart on 

the line in hopes of a perfect love. If we’re being honest, I never had the guts to make any moves strong 

enough to elicit even this disappointing response, but I imagined many a time how hard it would be to 

hear if I were looking not for friendship, but for love. 

As we grow older, experience teaches us that only in rare cases does this sort of love last all that long. In 

this moment, the ideal of friendship is often seen as slightly lower than the ideal of love, but in the 

moment that our scripture story describes above, at his last meal with his disciples, Jesus lifts up the 

ideal of friendship as holding the very essence of love that goes so far beyond any passion distorted by 

the thrill of romantic love. 

There is probably no greater view of the title ‘friend’ than the exalted status it takes in this passage. It is 

a term that denotes understanding, sincerity, and a sort of equality that we don’t often see in the world 

of formal ceremony that the sacrament of Holy Communion can present. Still, even as he bestows this 

honor upon his disciples, he offers a condition upon the friendship: to do as he commands. 

This Thursday, we will gather for our ‘Maundy Thursday’ service, honoring the Last Supper of Christ. 

The term ‘Maundy’ is middle English, stemming from the Latin mandatum. It means ‘command,’ and 

lifts up Jesus’ commandment to his disciples to love one another. It is a command to love one another 

with the highest ideal of friendship – one that is bound by following his commands, the clearest of 

which he just presented—to love one another. I love this service at church because it recalls the intimacy 

and sincerity of that last supper, and just how important Jesus’ last commandment truly is. 

Over my time here, it is a service unlike Christmas and Easter, which are services that recall a well-

attended church that has a clear mission and a clear reason to rejoice. It is a service that knows the 

difficulty of ministry, that recognizes those who have put so much into participating in this ministry of 

caring for one another, that recognizes the sacrifice that awaits us and the reality that even if we have all 

the time in the world, the world simply doesn’t provide time that lasts forever. Our time in this world is 

finite, and we recognize this fact at this service. This time together is an appreciation of the love we 

show each other and of the love God has shown us. It is a time where we share a meal with friends, 

knowing that our time may be short. We share a meal with friends knowing that we aren’t only friends, 

but they are friends in the clearest sense of the word. We are friends of Jesus, following as faithfully as 

we can to his word and his command to love one another so completely we would give of our whole 

lives. So next time you think of yourself as a friend or a friend to another, think of the moment Jesus 

raised his followers to the position of friend, and think about the one condition upon which that friendship 

was based—strictly following that uncompromising and unyielding command to love one another. 

 

– In the shared love and friendship of Christ, Rev. Alex Barnes  
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Handbell Choir practices in the Sanctuary 

on Wednesdays  starting at 6:45 and Choir 

start at 7:30pm. Come join the fun! 

Sunday, April 7rd– The Kingdom of Eden – Guest Preacher Rev. Matt Skolnik 

On the first Sunday of the month, we will welcome Rev. Matt Skolnik to preach. Matt is currently the Executive 

Presbyter of the Muskingum Valley Presbytery, the Presbytery that our church is a part of. The Presbytery is the 

level of governance above our church, supporting the churches of the Presbytery with training resources and help-

ing direct the relationship between the pastors and churches. The Presbytery is made up of Pastors and representa-

tive Ruling Elders from local churches. Rev. Skolnik will be covering the breadth of scripture, teaching about the 

balance and understanding of our origins, the new creation, and our time in between. 

Scripture Lessons: Genesis 2:4–21 &Revelation 22:1–6. 

Sunday, April 14th – Palm Sunday – Easter Cantata 

On Palm Sunday, the choir will be singing the story of Holy  Week as Jesus ate the last supper with his disciples, 

his death on the cross and his resurrection three days later with the performance of the Easter Cantata. It all starts 

with Palm Sunday, though, and we will begin the service remembering his triumphal entry into Jerusalem with the 

Kids waving palm branches in recognition of his dominion. We will also be celebrating Holy Communion this Sun-

day as well. Scripture Lessons: Zechariah 9:9, Luke19:28–40& Luke 22:14–21 

Thursday, April 18th – Maundy Thursday Service at the Milton Presbyterian Church at 7:00pm 

Thursday, April 18th is Maundy Thursday, the time in our church calendar that we remember the bittersweet mo-

ment of the Last Supper — the last Passover meal that Jesus shared with his disciples. It was a time of both tension 

and appreciation, as Jesus revealed his imminent betrayal by someone in that very room, yet also recognizes the 

great love and authority shared by all the disciples in that moment. As we honor this with an intimate communion 

service at the Milton Presbyterian church, we will gather around the communion table remembering how our own 

time together is also finite and as Christians we too have a greater responsibility to continue in ministry and love 

one another just as Christ commands. Scripture Lessons: Exodus 12:1–4, John 13:1–17 & 1 Corinthians 11:23–26. 

Friday, April 19th – Good Friday Service at the Milton Presbyterian Church at 7:00pm 

Following Maundy Thursday, we will observe the importance of Good Friday and Jesus’ sacrifice on the cross with 

the congregations of the Seville and Creston Presbyterian Churches. We are hosting the service at our church this 

year, beginning at 7pm. The service of Music and Scripture will go through John’s gospel in remembering the ac-

count of Jesus’ trial, his courage, his understanding of purpose, his death and ultimate sacrifice on our behalf. 

Scripture Lesson: John 18:1–19:42 

Sunday, April 21st–Where Do We Begin? –Easter Sunday 

Sunday, April 21st is Easter Sunday – the morning we celebrate Jesus’ resurrection from the dead. It is the story that 

we must begin with when sharing our faith with others, and it is because we believe this beautiful story of hope to 

be true that we believe in God and his loving plan for every one of us.  

Scripture Lessons: Isaiah 65:17–25 &Luke 24:1–32. 

Sunday, April 28th– 

The last Sunday of the month, the first Sunday of Easter, we will take another look at the story of Thomas, our fa-

mous skeptic who wouldn’t believe Jesus was risen until he touched his wounds. It is this faith and the authority 

that Jesus gives his disciples which allows them to overcome their fear and confront the authorities who deny any 

complicity in Christ’s death. Scripture Lessons: Acts 5:27–32&John 20:19–31. 
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MAY 4th, 2019 

9:00am—1:00pm 

MPW SPRING RUMMAGE SALE 

Please donate your Clean, Gently 
Used or New items 

To the RUMMAGE SALE. 
Thursday May 2, 2019 @ 7:00pm 

Set-up preparations for the Rummage Sale.  
Volunteers needed! 

Friday May 3, 2019 @ 9:00am 

Item pricing for the Rummage Sale!. 

Volunteers needed! 

Saturday May 4, 2019 @ 8:30am—sale  
preparation—Volunteers needed! 

Saturday May 4, 2019 @ noon until  
1:00pm—sale close down.  Volunteers 

needed! 

COME ONE COME ALL!!! 

Just a Note! 

 There will be no Milton Presbyterian 

Women’s Circle Meeting in April 2019. 

Circle will resume in May 2019. 

SUNDAY APRIL 14, 2019 

Deadline for pre-paid Easter Lily orders 

$10.00 each—please see the order form in 

Sunday’s bulletin or give the Church Office a call! 

LASAGNA-TO-GO 

The Milton Presbyterian Women are still 

selling tickets for lasagna meals through 

Sunday, April 7, 2019.  Meal includes:  Meat 

or Vegetable Lasagna , Salad, Bread, & Des-

sert.  Lasagna pickup has been set for April 

14th following worship (11:45am-1:00pm). 

Volunteers are needed for Lasagna prepara-

tion Saturday April 13, 2019. 

The Armor of God: Shield of Faith 

How has your 

faith protected 

you this week? 

Bring in your 

answer to 

Sunday School 

sometime this 

month and 

share with the 

teacher!  

 

Throughout the month, the kids have been learning 
about the different parts to the 'Armor of God.' Don't 

forget to answer the reminder question on the right!  

As we get closer 
to Easter, the kids 
will be opening up 
the dozen 
'resurrection eggs' 
that hold objects 
telling the story of 
Jesus' life as he entered Jerusalem for his final mission.  
Do you recognize each of these objects and what part 
of the story they come from?  

UPCOMING  IN MAY:  May 12, 2019 he annual MPW 

Birthday Offering will be collected and dedicated to help 

mission in the U.S. and abroad. Please be ready to give! 



1st Portia Haller, Justin Lance, 

  Gary McNatt 

2nd Randy Adams, Erik Kinch  

4th Bob Bodager, Mandii 

 Cramer,Dorothy Johnson 

6th Mike Pyle 

10th Merida Cramer 

12th Alex Barnes 

13th   Bruce Watson  

17th   Lynn Beaumont 

18th Judy Blevins, Matt Farlow,  

 Dave Rue 

21st    Judy Twinem  

22nd Matt Beaumont, Beth Lance,  

   Andrew Mackey, Jay Russell,  

 Will Yoho 

24th  Tim Fetter, Laurie Pink 

26th Ryan Beaumont Ide 

27th Danielle Lance, 

 Mickey Shankland 

  

1st      Ken & Cindy Mann –24 yrs. 

8th     Bill & Jan Melenbacker—30 yrs.  

13th   Jim & Diann Leatherman –56 yrs.  

16th   Erik & Karen Kinch –53 yrs. 

17th   Ryan & Laurie Pink– 15 yrs.  

30th   Scott & Tammy Wilson –25 yrs.  

 

  April 7  Sue Timmons 

  April 14  Cindy Mann 

  April 21   Rich Schumacher  

  April 28   Justine Brandes 

LITURGISTS: 

 

 

    April 7  Karen & Erik Kinch 

    April 14   Hal & Nancy Leach 

    April 21   Easter  Lilies  

    April 28  Scott & Judy Kammer 

  

ALTAR FLOWERS:  

OFFERING COUNTERS FOR APRIL 

Rich Schumacher & Sheri Wachtel 

DEACON SERVERS FOR APRIL 

Matt Cristino & Judy Kammer 

 

  April 7  Tammy Wilson 

  April 14    Angel Mackey 

  April 21   Laurie Watson  

  April 28  Andrea Barnes 

JR. CHURCH:  

  April 7  Bill & Sue Timmons 

  April 14    Vickie Schumacher 

  April 21    Bill & Sue Timmons 

  April 28  Andrea Barnes 

NURSERY: 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  
 

1 2 
Nominating Committee   

7:00pm (Library) 

3 
6:45pm Bell Choir  

7:30pm Chancel Choir  

4 5 
Cub Scout Pinewood 

Derby Set-up – 

Evening 

6 
9:00am-4:00pm 

Cub Scout  

Pinewood Derby 

7 
9:15am Sunday School 

10:30am Worship 

12:00pm Christian  

Education Meeting 

8 9 10 
6:45pm Bell Choir  

7:30pm Chancel Choir 

10:00am Worship & 

Music Committee  

11 
7:00pm Trustees  

Meeting 

12 13 
9:00am Lasagna 

Preparation 

14  PALM SUNDAY 

9:15am Sunday School 

10:30am Communion 

11:45am –1:00pm 

Lasagna Pick-up 

15 16 17 
6:45pm Bell Choir  

7:30pm Chancel Choir  

18 
7:00pm MAUNDY 

THURSDAY 

No PW Circle meeting 

this month 

19 
GOOD FRIDAY 

7:00pm Worship  

Service at Milton 

Presbyterian Church 

20 

21  EASTER 
9:15am Sunday School 

10:30am Worship 

22 23 24 
6:45pm Bell Choir  

7:30pm Chancel Choir  

25 26 27 

28 
9:15am Sunday School 

10:30am Worship 

11:45am Session Mtng 

29 
Community Dinner 

6:30pm 

30     
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Thank you again for your continued support of the boiler fund.  Have you ever 
seen on TV or heard of someone using money saved for an important item such as 
a college fund to pay for something else?  On TV this might end up resolved in 
some comic fashion.  In real life, this might cause stress on one’s budget.  Some of 
you know the church took a loan from another church fund in order to avoid 
paying interest to the bank.  $49,311.32 had been loaned to pay for the new boilers 
in August.  Repayment of this money started in September at $475 for 10 years.  
Please remember when you make your contributions through the years that this 
money should still be repaid. 
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This year, in each new issue of the Timely Notes, we will feature a 
church member that has responded to a few questions about 
themselves so we can get to know each other better. This month, we 
put the spotlight on a woman who has given her life to music 
ministry and church leadership. She had been the choir director for 
over  3 decades and has been very involved in the Presbytery too. 

Name: Donna Robertson Birthday: October 24th 

Date joining the church: March 1987 

Family Members:   Bill (Husband), Chris (Son) & Lindsay 

(Daughter-in-law), Art Alexander (Dad), Todd & Dale Alexander 
(Brothers) 

Go-to Bible verse:  Psalm 103:1-5 

Most meaningful church memory:  The many years as Choir and 
Handbell Director—the rehearsals and the services working 
together to give Glory to God. And— seeing their faces with the 
stained glass and cross behind them.  That was always very 
“powerful”. 

Favorite Hymn: “When in Our Music God is Glorified” 

Favorite Movie(s):  The Bishop’s Wife” 

Hobbies/hidden talents:  Stained glass design, gardening, travel, 
spiritual retreats, playing oboe. 

 

Friday, October 11, 2019 

On Friday, October 11, 2019 

world renowned gospel singer 

Ivan Parker will be coming to 

the Milton Presbyterian 

Church .  Concert begins at 

7:00pm. MARK IT ON YOUR 

CALENDAR AND TELL 

YOUR FRIENDS & FAMILY! 

This event is supported by the Ha-

zel McConnell and Franklin & 

Harvetta Gammell music funds. 

Deacons Taco Lunch   

Sunday, May 5th 2019 

Immediately following  Worship Service 
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Our Mission Statement: 

Believing in one Lord, one faith, and one 

baptism, the Milton Presbyterian Church, 

as the Body of Christ, will carry out the 

ministry of Jesus within the congregation, 

within our community, and to the world. 

To accomplish this mission we will: 

*Experience God’s presence through 

worship, prayer,  Bible study, the 

sacraments, fellowship, and service; 

*Demonstrate our Savior’s compassion 

through our daily lives to those in need; 

*Give our time, our talents, and our 

material possessions according to 

God’s gifts of them; 

*Share the Good New of Jesus Christ by 

word and deed to all the world. 

Moved by the Holy Spirit, our mission as a 

congregation of forgiven and loved disciples 

will be carried out in the Name of Christ.   

 

MILTON PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

250 North Street  

Rittman, OH  44270 

Please continue to keep church members/friends in your prayers: 

Mike (Mandii) Cramer; Arika Hall; Larry Kollert; Linda Beddow [Elsie Richards’ 

daughter];  Shawn & Nicole Aronhaldt, Helen Grubb, Scott Warner, Rev. Bill Popa, Sue 

Timmons, Todd Stephan, Abbey Lentine, Gemma Mathews, Donna  and Dean Yoder, 

Lisa Martin, and Barbara Ramsier. 

* Sarah Knight & family. 

*Lonnie Fletcher. 

*Mickey Shankland. 

*Bill Beuth. 

*Marcia Geyer.  

*Debbie Keel. 

*Linda Melenbacker.  

*Diana Meister. 

*Tanya Coleman.  

*Megan Crawford. 

*Rick Singleton. 

*Marnita Largent.  

*Janet Steele.  

**Dwayne Hopton. 

*Robert Young. 

*Nancy Phillips.   

*Joyce Nichols. 

*Nancy Booth. 

*Linda Lampar. 

*Frances Nichols. 

*John Ramsier. 

*Please remember our church family members who are in our local area nursing homes 

and senior living centers: 

Inn at Coal Ridge (Wadsworth):  Elsie Richards, Ray Chittum, Connie Cristino  

Apostolic Christian Homes: Harry & Dorothy Johnson, Jean Hart 

The Avenue (Wooster): Tom Ditch 

PRAYER CONCERNS: 

 


